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NATIONAL HOSPITAL AMBULATORY MEDICAL CARE SURVEY
LIST OF DATA ITEMS, 1992-2004

The NHAMCS public use data set for each year comprises two separate files--one for
outpatient department visits and another for emergency department visits. Each
record on the file contains a complete description of the ambulatory care visit, based
on information provided on the Patient Record forms. Additionally, each record
contains the statistical weight for Inflating the sample visit to reflect annual
utllization of hospital outpatient departments or emergency departments in the
United States. Diagnosis, cause of injury, and procedure data are coded using the
International Classification of Diseases, Ninth Revision, Clinical Modification, Patient's
reason for visit and medications provided or prescribed are coded using Internal
systems developed by the National Center for Health Statistics.
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Questions/Issues Utility of Database Approach

- Data Depth? - Easy

- Publishability? - Recognized

- Access to database? - Legitimate

- Permission? - Provides public health
perspective
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Other Databases Conclusions

. Nexus Databases exist

. Allows for simple story telling
- Asthma consortium Can be done by aresident MD

- EMR systems Queries on line
. Further analysis needs to be explored
- Medicare data?
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Recommendations Thank you.

Consider database use
Do queries
See if there is something to publish

Get access to data or get the data
analyzed by those who built the database

Collaborate 312 413 7490
Publish your public health findings

ferne@ferne.org
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